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What sets philosophy apart as a discipline is more its concern with how to answer
guestions than with the answers themselves.

To study philosophy is to learn to think carefully and critically about complex issues.

ERFEIE (BFK) , BEEBAEIEZNEFMRAEREEILE—EAMMIR, mEEMF
M=, E-EQUNERENEEHER . FFXNIHE, (FENRERIENTFHRSF
HITEERFEERY, MEEFEXONRESFEEENER, Alt, FITFFHNENZ
—AETEMNAIR (MEGEEMFRIE) , METFIEUEN 2RI,

In all the centuries that philosophy has existed, has it made any progress, come up with
any answers?

One response to this question is that indeed philosophy has established something quite
significant -- that the truth turns out to be very complicated. None of the simple answers to
the questions that philosophy examines is correct.
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For every theory that has been proposed in metaphysics, epistemology and ethics, there
are serious criticisms that have been developed by philosophers. Much of the practice of
philosophy involves looking at these objections to a given view and seeing if it's possible to
answer them.
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Philosophy, then, is the systematic investigation of questions in ethics, metaphysics and
epistemology (as well as several related fields). It involves using analysis and
argumentation in systematic and reflective ways.
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Buddhism is, then, a religion, if by this we mean that it is a set of teachings that address
soteriological concerns. But if we think of religion as a kind of faith, a commitment for which
no reasons can be given, then Buddhism would not count.

And salvation is not to be had just by devout belief in the Buddha's teachings. Rather,
liberation, or nirvana (to use the Buddhist term), is to be attained through rational
investigation of the nature of the world.

Buddhists revere the Buddha as the founder of their tradition. But that attitude is meant to
be the same as what is accorded a teacher who has discovered important truths through
their own intellectual power.

That [Liberation] is something that one can only attain for oneself; enlightened beings can
only help others by giving them pointers along the way.
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To study Buddhism as philosophy means primarily studying texts. Specifically it means
studying those Buddhist texts that present philosophical theories and arguments.
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